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OR years we Frenchmen have allowed
Kr^®aj :ou>rselves to listen to the calm claim
{& gjggi that the Anglo-Saxons are superior to
K0S us. We have made no reply to It.

ToK ^ V Those who make the boast are slnfrfjfcere. The Anglo-Saxon Is a fine type
0f man, whom I admire sometimes

and envy sometimes, fie has certain qualities
whioh are distinctively his. But he does not monopolizeail the good qualities. We have some, too.
To an Knglishman Latin literature is a foreign

nrAuinfU whifh hft nnlv «i« si trmrfsrt- Tn n«

jf ft !s everything. It expresses the genius of the
race. For ns Frenchmen it is the soil to which all
our roots attach, anrl from which we cannot be
et'perated Without tearing ourselves to pieces. To
us It expresses the most secret and mysterious' part
of our being.

It is neither blood nor language nor conquest
which mates people. Nations rear themselves.
Rome conquered Gaul in civilizing it, in association
with it, less than one buffdred yeats after Augustus.
If we are Lat'ns, it is because we wish to be so.
Gt rmana and Arabs, two conquerors, established
themselves on our soil to as great an extent as the
Romans, but we did not become Germans or Arabs.
And if faithful to our Latin genius, we are

equally true to the spirit of Catholicism. The tenthm y to ujiiversalism is one of the pronounced
characteristics of the Latin genius. Look at the
llomars in their polit'es and consider their .spirit,
an imperishable monument to which exists in their
civil code. Study the manifestations of their genius
da evidenced in the masterpieces of their architecture,or in those of their eloquence or of their
poetry. You wiil find, and recognize everywher,
this tendency toward universalism. When they
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and Branetiere.
drew up ;i law text the Roman judiciary always
tried not only to establish a code, but, more than
that, to make a statute which would exist for eternity.
To subordinate the pleasure of thought to the

necessity of action, tkut is, to take life seriously,
is one of the characteristics of the Latin genius.
The Romans did not believe that life meant a round
of amusements, as did the Orientals or the Greeks,
but that it was meant to be utilized for the good
of the country and of society.
UDserve mis cnrrerence net ween the Latin genius

and the Anglo-Saxon. Xo matter in what part of
the world he establishes his empire, the AngloSaxondisdains to mix on an equality with th«
races he conquers. So long as he .remains their
master so long are they his 'nferiors. The AngloSaxonIs a race of aristocrats that sees in Its victoriesthe vindication and proof of its aristocracy.
Such is not the case with the Latin genius. Under
whatever costume, in whatever clime, the Roman
recognized men to be in his own image and equal
to him. and I may ulmost say as bis brothers.
In conquering the world the Latin not only advancedcivilization but tried tq do more. He connfiroiltho iilnn rf o . ,1 <nr

as he could do so put it into practice.
The progress which Anglo-Saxons have made 'n

this century is not entirely of their doing. It is
a little th< result of circumstances, of chance, of
luck, and ven of government. To be surrounded
by water gives a nation the power to keep its
neighbors i t a distance. Nature has done this for
England. If the English of the last century were,
so to speak, at the end of the civilized world, it is
not'their qualities which, have placed thein in the
centre of it now. It is one of fortune's favors, an
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unforeseen kindliness of steam and of electricity. rS5
The English of the past only became the English Iff
of to-day by dint of striving by every means to Kg
develop and form their national qualities. They w
are to-day more English than ever, and they are jfl

jauri.' fuusi; t'uiiuusiy ana wkii a stronger win ipfli
iinrl with a clearer intelligence. If we wish to iml- instatetheui in a way that will be profitable to us, K°<
It is not their institutions which we must transplant r

from their soil to ours, nor their customs, nor tin
their ways; but their fix'ty of purpose in retaining ngi
their nationality. We must stay Frenchmen our- Ch
selves and apply ourselves to strengthening in us ev<
the genius of our race.the Latin genius. , tht
The iimagination of the Latins did not have "H

wings, and they did not try to make artificial ones. illt
Their ambition did not st#etcli beyond the possi- a 1

hie, and they were forced to limit their efforts in
> better understand and to better rule.

This has sometimes been alluded to as the narrow- lea
ness, the stupidity cf the Latin genius. I prefer he
to employ an expressive barbarism and to call it pr<
"pdeitlvity." Precisely because it made for uuiver- 1
bumj. is il iu.il lue juuuu gumus uever rose very e.\<

far above the earth or above the realities of or- La
dlnary life.that is what people say who are crit- tre
ieielng it adversely; but when, on the contrary, mc

they wish to make a merit of It, they say the same A.n
thing in another way In stating that the Latin has no

sacrinceu me pleasure aiiu me intoxication 01 use- «'i

less speculations to the exigencies of action. del
At the present time, to the French in particular, I

the works of the Latin genius are an inexhaustible sin
source of energy. We can draw upon them with- soi

out fear of depleting them, and if we only know hai
how to intelligently select our guides we shall th<
draw nothing but what is useful and profitable, av
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®5y< all the good qualities or that the Latin 1
lias none. The question at issue, of s

BSaSSlI course, is wlileh race lias the most
id qualities and the best. t
rhat Latin literature is a province foreign to d
Englishman is not a very strong argument a

rinst the Englishman. Choctaw literature and t
inese literature are also foreign to him, how- r

;r important they may be to the Choctaw and 1:

! Chinese Latin literature, of course, expresses f
; genius of the Latin. That is what it is for, 1

hough Mr. Brunetiere seems to lind that fact 1'
*ery striking one, and peculiar to the literature t
Ills country. t

rhe eminent Frenchman says somewhat hyster- ''

lly that a Frenchman is torn to pieces when 11

is separated from his literature. This is but a
e

>of of his weakness, not of his strength,
light here M. Brunetiere himself furnishes an

imple of a defect In the Latin character. The
tin is always exclaiming that he is lost or bciyed;that all is over, and that there is no

>re hope. Separated from his literature, the 11

iglo-Saxon would not be torn to pieces. He is '

t In the habit of being torn to pieces. However 1

ich you may take away from him. he is not v

feated; he simply begins over again. 1

during the Franco-Prussian War the French
3\ved this unfortunate f»ame gf mind. If the e

ip of the army was served cold, or if the troops t
d to begin fighting before their coffee was ready, o

jy exclaimed "Nous Sommes trahls." and fan a

ray. The fact that the French are Latins be- p
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ause they w;sn to be ixitins is not a merit pc>
uilar to them. Probably there Is not a single muc

urtle in the whole ..t .lie United States whict
vouhl care to be anything but a mud turtle. Thai
t is content with its niud-turrieiem is one of the
triking weaknesses of the creature's condition.
M. Brunetiere confuses the Latin genicr of i

housand years ago with the French spirit of to
lay. He says that the tendency toward univor
alisin is one of the pronounced characteristics o:
he Latin genius. It once was, but it is not si

low. The Latins who made the Roman civil codt
lave little in common with people who play r

arce-comedy like the Dreyfus trial. France ha;
lot added anything to law. 1 know of no valuabh
eghl principle the nation has enunciated. Thai
he Romans were universalists does not prove
hat the French are. The Roman judges estab
Ished laws meant to exist as long as man. Franc<
tot only has not added to them, but she does noi
ven understand them. The Romans were franl
nd logical in their laws. Some of them we would
onaider barbarous, but the process by which thej
.scertained facts in a court of law was certainlj
lot so.

The French may call themselves Latin, but the:
10 more possess the characteristics of the lnhub
tants of ancient Home than do those who liv<
n Rome to-da.v. The Latin race is not what ii
vas. That is the fundamental point against it
t is deteriorating.
The contention that the Latin establishes hii
nipire in foreign climes more successfully thai
he Anglo-Saxon is not borne out by the' historj
f the Spanish colonics. France herself has noi

l single colony, in the Anglo-Saxon sense. Tin
saces marked upon the map as French colonics
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5 so important that General Me~ritt
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are merely districts occupied by troops.

1 M. Brunetiere claims that the Anglo-Saxon disida ins to mix on an equality with the races he
- conquers. This Is true, when the races are in-ferior. He does not marry hill women of Australia

or Pntagonlan pigmies. That the Frenchman does
i so is nod so much proof of his "unlversaltsm" as

it is of his low morals. A master race does not
go Into the business of raising mongrels.

I If the Roman recognized a man in his own image
) as eaual to him, whatever his color, that was a
» thousand years ago. The Frenchman of to-day

really djies not recognize any man to be In his
« own Image who lives outside France.
; The claim that the progress Anglo-Saxons have
t made has resulted from circumstances and from
i government merely shows how the Anglo-Saxon

has taken advantage of circumstances and made a

; government under which lie could progress. That
t steam and electricity have contributed to Anglo-
k isaxuii iiicaniessB, us .u. ruiuieiieie suys, '» n |uwi

I of superiority in those employing these utilities,
r Neither steam nor electricity forced itself upon
' the An^o-Safon, nor was there any Chinese wall

built around the Frenchman to prevent him from
j using them.

It is in seizing such opportunities that the
Anglo-Saxon proves "his strength,

t The Latins excel the Anglo-Saxons in art and
literature. This is because ihe Anglo-Saxon at

' present is much too busy keeping himself washed,
well fed and decently housed. The Latin is con,tent to live in a pigsty amid the sacred sewage of

' his ancestors and gaze in rapture at a painting.
1 That is because lie is a Latin. The Anglo-Saxon
7 meanwhile is digging drains and making a bath-
t room. When lie sots himself comfortably housed

he will lcnrn how to paint nhrl when he knows
how to paint the Latin will not know how to

i take a bath. ALEX. KENEALY.


